
Stepped Licensing Framework
For Electrical Engineers Association 



2019 v 2023 Gazette Notices



What is Stepped Licensing?
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Key Changes
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Classes created in the 2019 Gazette notice are being streamlined.
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Progressive Rollout Timeline

1 September 2024
• 2023 Gazette Notices 

come into force. 
• Trainees/ those 

applying for additional 
classes of registration 
can apply under 2023 
registration 
requirements. 

• 2019 Notices are still in 
place for some classes 
of registration.

1 September 2025
• 2023 Gazette Notice 

requirements must be 
met by applicants 
seeking any endorsed 
class of registration.

• 2019 Gazette Notice 
requirements may be 
met for EAS, EST, 
Electrical Installer and 
Electrician.

1 September 2026
• All 2023 Gazette 

Notice requirements 
must be met by 
trainees/ those 
applying for additional 
classes of registration.



Changes for Electrical Engineers

• Practical experience requirement for registration as an Electrical 
Engineer will increase from 1 to 2 years as of 1 September 2024. 

• The EWRB will extend the length of time on Limited Certificates to 
accommodate the new practical experience requirement. 



Endorsement Classes

• Mains parallel generation systems.
• Medical cardiac protected areas.
• Hazardous areas.
• Mining operations.
• Supervision (excluding Associated Tradesperson and Electrical Inspectors).

• Discussions are underway with the Workforce Development Council around creating micro-
credential qualifications for each of these new endorsed registration classes. 

• Teaching Guidelines will not be written for these endorsed registration classes. Providers wishing 
to offer the micro-credentials will need to work with the WDC directly.



Grandparenting Process for existing Electrical 
Workers
• The grandfathering process will be completed in a phased approach. In 

the first phase, we will utilise data we already have such as the High-Risk 
Data Base and supervision records to identify people who may be 
eligible for the new endorsed registration classes. 

• In the next phase, there will be an opportunity for those who are not 
identified by the data we already have, to apply for the endorsed 
registration classes. 

• All grandfathering applications will need to be received and completed 
by 1 September 2025. 

• More information on the criteria and process will be share through the 
Electron, the website and direct email. 



Questions?

Thank you.

Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment 
www.mbie.govt.nz
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